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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS

Regular monthly meetings of the Association will be held at 8.00 p.m. at the
Clubrooms on:

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23 1989
THURSDAY MARCH 23 1989

The business of the meetings will be:

to receive and act on reports from Committee and Management
to raise issues for the attention of Committee
to discuss matters relevant to the interests and activities of the Association

MICHAEL LOWE - HON. SECRETARY

COVER PHOTO: This month's photo - contributed by Les Watton - and taken
on the Encouragement Day, October 23rd, 1988. The caption
reads: "Our Treasurer looking for the wine (whine) in the
diff." (Refer to Letter to the Editor and articles on Pages
14 and 15.)
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EDITORIAL

AS KEITH EDWARDS MENTIONED IN LAST MONTH'S ISSUE OF THE "SPIT & POLISH"
1 HAVE TAKEN OVER AS EDITOR ON A TEMPORARY BASIS, FOR THIS AND NEXT
MONTH'S ISSUE OF THE MAGAZINE, WHILE KEITH IS OVERSEAS ON A BUSINESS

TRIP.
FEBRUARY AND EARLY MARCH PROMISES TC BE A VERY BUSY TIME FOR THE
VETERAN CAR CLUB MEMBERS AND THEIR CARS. M PERSONALLY LOOKING

FORWARD TO PARTIGIPATING IN THESE EVENTS. LM; US HOPE THE WEATHER 1S5
FINE, PARTICULARLY FOR THE BLUE MOUNTAINS TOU 1 AM SURE WE ALL
REMEMBER LAST YEAR'S TOUR WHICH WAS MARRED 3Y HEAVV RATN. ALSO ON A
PERSCNAL LEVEL, THE SIMMONS FAMILIES WILL BRING OUT FOR ITS INAUGURAL
RUN THIS MONTH, A DE DION BUTON, RESTORED OVER THE LAST FIFTEEN MONTHS
BY GEOFF AND JOHN, AND IT IS SOMETHING WHICH WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO.

THIS MONTH SEES THE THIRD AND FINAL INSTALMENT OF A 'TRIF TO THE TIP OF
CAPE YORK IN A MODEL T" BY VI AND JOHN SMITH, AND WE HOPE EVERYBODY HAS
FOUND THE ARTICLE INTERESTING.

THE DEADLINE FOR ANY ARTICLES IO BE PUBLISHEDR IN NEXT MONTH'S ISSUE OF
"SPIT & POLISH' IS THE 2ND MARCH, 1929, ARD OF COURSE ANY FUTURE
ARTICLES AND/OR PHOTOS, (PARTICULARLY FOR THE FRONT COVER) WOULD BE VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. AS PROMISED IN PAST EDITORIALS ANY PHOTOS WILL BE
SAFEGULRDED AND RETURNED TC THEIR OWNERS. A FURTHER CONTRIBUTION
WITH REGARDS TO THE PHOTO ON THE FRONT COVER OF THE NOVEMBER 1SSUE OF
THE MAGAZINE WAS FORWARDED BY NEIL LEWRY. HE SAYS THE PIGCTURE OF THE
"FL" WAS TAKEN AT WOOLOCOMOQLOO (SHELL SERVICE STATION AND BELL'S HOTEL
IN THE BACKGROUND), ON COWPAR WHARF ROAD (NOW CAHILL EXPRESSWAY). THE
CAR HAD JUST BRAKED AT THE BOTTOM OF A STEEP HILL, WITH THE THROTTLE
SHUT OFF, WHICH WAS THE REASON FOR THE SMOKE BEHIND THE CAR.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, A FRAMED PHOTO, TO HANG ON ONE OF THE WALLS OF THE
CLUB, WAS PRESENTED TO THE CLUB 3Y BOB LAMOND OUR TREASURER. IT IS A

PICTURE OF FRANCIS BIRTLES' BRUSH, WITH SYD FERGUSON AS PASSENGER AND

DOG REX. OUR THANKS TO BOB ON BEHALF OF ALIL MEMBERG.

I HOPE YOU ENJOY READING THIS MONTH'S ISSUE OF 'SPIT & POLISH

B R X L R R L o R e R SR T O SRR R R SR

CONGRATULATIONS TO BILL & FAY MCCARTHY ON THE B3IRTH OF TdElR DAUGHTER
KATHRYN HELEN IN JANUARY. ALSO TC PROUD GRANDPARENTS BILL & BARBARA
MCCARTHY.
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President 5 @ﬁessa,qe

Attendance was high for a January Meeting especially as it fell on
Australia Day. I am pleased to report for those who could not be
present that Alderman David Marshall accompanied by his wife, unveiled
the brass plaque commemorating the official opening of the Clubrooms
by David as Mayor of Drummoyne on 31st July, 1988.

The plaque has been affixed in the main entrance hall, to the panel
of bricks retrieved from the old well uncovered while excavating for
the new building.

The completed complex is certainly working well and although, like
any new home, there are finishing touches we would all like to have
installed, it is proving most workable.

Bill McCarthy has reported that quite a few tenant clubs are now
meeting in the larger main hall while others are giving it consideration.
If you hear of any club looking for a meeting hall don't forget to put

them in touch with Bill McCarthy the Club's Property Lettings Officer,
as there are vacancies now we have two halls available.

SANDY ROBERTS.

LETTER TO THE EDITCR.

Dear Editor,

I realise the editor's job is not always simple and I hope your Christmas
was not disturbed too much by Stan Rumble's letter.

Personal criticisms are unfortunate as they often cover up the main issue.

Stan has made his cars run much better than new. Many members have
observed the visible changes and wondered at others. If is unfortunate
that some of our senior members choose to have bad memories and find
accepting honest articles so hard.

As organiser of Veteran of the Month, T will continue to present
something of interest each month, despite the knockers.

MAX ROBERTS.
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@vents

FEBRUARY 24TH & 25TH -~ 1 and 2 cylinder weekend at Bundanoon. Ring
John Simmons for further details.

MARCH 11TH & 12TH - BLUE MOUNTAINS TOUR - Start and finish is at
Prospect Reservoir with morning tea supplied Saturday and lunch available
on Sundasy -~ this is a quarter chicken and salad with refreshments
supplied. Lunch Saturday is in the Springwood area in the form of a

BBQ catered by the Springwood Scouts. Finish is at the Council Chambers
carpark in Katoomba. Dinner on Saturday night is a three course menu

at the Scenic Skyway Revolving Restaurant, bus transport will be supplied
to and from motels.,

EASTER WEEKEND -~ Easter invitation tour in Canberra - entry forms
available at next general meeting.

APRIL 9TH -~ Charity day - blind children =~ pickup point closest
to your home - lunch at Bi-Centennial Park - further details next month.

B E 2 R R L X T RO 2 R e R Rk R e R R R R O R R A R Rk
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N.R.M.A. MOTORFEST - THE ROCKS.

Sydney's oldest area, The Rocks, with a spectacular view of Sydney harbour
and the picturesque sandstone cottages, pubs, former bond stores etc,

was the ideal setting for the display of cars featured at the N.R.M.A
Motorfest on the 15th January, 1989.

Judging by the crowd, it was a popular event, both, with the general
public and entrants alike. The Veteran Car Club was represented by a
small but hardy group on a fine Sunday:

1910 Brush - Bob Lamond 1903 Napoleon - J & A Simmons
1909 Delage - G & A Simmons 1914 Delahaye ~ A & V Garthon
1910 Armstrong Whitworth - 1913 Vinot Et Deguingand -~

B & A Baxter B & B McCarthy
1911 Talbot - B & D Shinfield 1916 RBenz - J & S VWards

Cars were coming and going all day, so I hope I haven't missed any
members. Several members were also seen in more modern cars.

Anna Simmons.
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VETERAN DISPLAY OF THE MONTH
Automaton - Singing Bird in Cage.

by courtesy of Sandy Roberts.

The invention and creation of singing birds is credited to French man
Balise Bontems. Fascination with amateur taxidermy, particularly birds,
made him think they looked so life like yet they couldn't sing. As an
apprentice clock maker he worked on a mechanism that created the bird's
song. In 1849 he had set up shop himself and become famous for his singing
birds in cages and on bases under glass domes.

This particular example is interesting as it is a coin operated model,
used in entrances to Music Halls, on Amusement Piers or in Watch shops
to amuse the customers. Tt is French, Possibly Bontems, but made for
the English market where they were very popular, as the plate reads
"please drop one penny in the slot" made in France, below the slot for
the penny. 20 centimes was required to operate one in France.

The going barrell mechanism, operates a compound bellows and flute,
via dual cams. The automaton has three movements by two controls.
Considered to have been made between 1880 and 1890.

Solution to No. 72 SQUARE DEAL

Charlie faces Donald.

No. 73 LEGAL CHALLENGE

Every partner in the law firm of Junior, Senior, Older and.
Younger holds a position consistent with his age in years, i.e.
the older he is, the more senior is his position. According to

Older's junior, Senior (who always tells the truth), neither of
the partners junior to Younger is senior to Junior.

Can you name the partners from oldest to youngest?
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NOTABLE FIRSTS IN AUSTRALIAN MOTORING

The first man fined for speeding was a Sydney man a Mr. George Innes
in 1897. He was fined ten shillings for attaining a speed of 8 m.p.h
on a De Dion motor tricycle.

The first car imported into Australia was a De Dion Bouton. It was a
3 horsepower car, water cooled and capable of reaching a speed of
25 m.p.h on the average road with three passengers.

The first car race held in Australia was at Marloyrnong Gymihana
Victoria in 1903. The winner is not known.

The first automobile seen on the streets of Queensland was a steam
buggy made by a James Trackson in 1900.

Also in that same year James Trackson imvorted Queensland's first
vetrol-driven car, a two-cylinder De Dion Bouton.

The first man fined for a motoring offence was a Mr. W. Proctor in
Victoria in 1900, when he was prosecuted under the Steam Roller and
Traction Engine Act which restricted the speed of vehicles to 3 m.o.h
He was driving to Flemington races in his De Dion Bouton, when the
car frightened a racehorse which broke its leg as a result. He was
found guilty and fined £250.00 for the racehorse and £250.00 in legal
fees.

The first licence to drive a motor vehicle was issued to William
Arthur Hargreaves of Woodville, South Australia, in August 190~ .

First licence to drive and also number >late No. 1 in N.S.W was
igssued to Mr. G. Hyde, who kept the licence until 1929, He was 91
years old when he died in 1948.

The first petrol to motorists was supplied and sold by pharmacists.
It was normally stored in pits with opsn tops.

First car insurance began in 1911, when the government felt all
vehicles should be taxed as they damaged the roads.

The first car in Western Australia was a German Benz.

The first rear number plates were seen in 1913, when they then became
standard on all vehicles.

1989






LAWSONS

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS SINCE 1884

Auctioneers for over 100 years.

Lawsons have now entered
into the field of ‘/eteran
‘/jn tage & C]assic motor cars.

Our ‘/J'Htage Car Department will

exemplify our attention to detail, personal

service and integrity which have been

La wsons hallmark for over 100 years.

Oour first auction of ‘/eteran, ‘/intage and
C]assic cars is to be held in Sydney
on 13th March 1989.

' ' ) James R Lawson Pty. Ltd.
For details regarding auctions and valuations 212 Cumberland Street.

contact Paul Glark on (02) 241 3411. s Teiy[gg;*);f?g&“

Fax: (02) 251 5869.




SPIT & POLISH - FEBRUARY 1989 PAGE

A TRIP TO THE TIP OF CAPE YORK IN A MODEL T

By Vi & John Smith - continued from last issue

Before reaching Bamaga, a few miles along the track, we came to a chap
selling signs, novelties and drinks. This was on Lockerbie Station,
Frank Jardine's place, which was evacuated in 1942 or '43, when the
Javenese were getting too close for comfort.

We met and spoke to Mrs Hall nee Holland, whose father went into
partnership with Frank Jardine in 1913. Ann Holland now Mrs. Hall
arrived as a child of 3 years, in 1931. During the war as the Japenese
were getting closer, they were ordered to evacuate immediately. The
army had built a track and rough log bridges (the track and bridges

we had used going up) to the top. The american army were on Lockerbie
Station and destroyed the homestead. They shot the tops off the coconut
palms to get the coconuts, thus killing the palms and destroyed the
beautiful avenue of mangos and coconuts. We were shown all over the
original homestead area, including a big fig tree, where Frank Jardine
had placed a dray tyre, and is now overgrown by the tree. The Jardine
River was named by John Jardine. The Peninsula has so much history,
which tourists do not get to know. You have to stop, boil the billy

and talk to the people especially the older ones.

Well we thanked and said our goodbyes to Mrs Hall, cranked up old Lizzie
and rattled and jolted our way to Bamaga. After getting more grub

and fuel we decided to drive out to Cowal Creek, an aboriginal community,
and camp the night and have a look around.

As soon as we arrived at Cowal Creek, we went to a very nice camping
site, on the beach of the Gulf of Carpentaria. That evening three
aboriginal girls from about 18-25 years of age came to our camp for

a yarn. They sang us a beautiful song in their own language, and even
did a little bit of dancing for us. The next morning we had a stroll
along the beach, where the old gins were catching a few fish. We saw

the remains of fires and turtle shells, where the aboriginals had caught
and cooked them. The blue waters of the gulf looked placid and
beautiful, but didn't let that tempt us for a swim, as just recently,
not far from our camp a chap was taken by a huge crocodile.

After taking more photos we drove back to Bamaga checked our fuel and

food and headed south once more. So far old Lizzie has behaved herself,
no troubles not even a flat tyre.

We drove late that evening, as there wasn't anywhere where we could get
off the road, as it was sandy and scrubby. We made camp that night in

a rainforest near the turn-off to Captain Billy's Landing. Violet did not
wander from camp that night as she was worried about crocodiles and the
huge pythons. I kept a rifle handy, but we didn't have any worries.

a. The track was narrow.
b. While our camera woman catches up.

c. The termite hills were tall.
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Then it was onto the Wenlock River again. This time I waded across the
river first to check the depth and the bottom. While doing this two
'"Unimogs' loaded with tourists pulled up. I started up old Lizzie

and drove into the water.

Violet stayed behind to capture the crossing on video, which she did
well. About two~thirds of the way across, the rear wheels began to
cut in deep. I had it in low range, low gear and really stamped on
the ¢ pedal and got through with a big cheer from the 'Unimogs'. Then
it was off to the Archer River. We thought the track was rough
going up, but with all the four~wheel drivers, driving as flat as a
strap, the road was much worse, and this meant a very slow trip.

At Coen, we met a very fine old pioneer woman, Mrs. Taylor, and she
showed us through her very old (over 100 years) corrugated iron-walled
boarding house, well kept and beautiful. She remembered when Hector
Macquarie drove his Austin 7 right up to the telegraph station at
Punsan Bay, in 1928. B8he took a photo of the car, and it appears to
be a 1924 model Austin 7. The headlamps were set back near the
windscreen.

She claims our Feord would be the earliest model to make the trip to
the top. From Coen , it was onto Musgrave Station. Not far from
Musgrave homestead, we noticed two very old graves under a huge old
mango tree. One was the grave of Billy Burns, a pack-horse mailman,
and the other was Sam Thompson, killed 2nd January, 1919, when his
horse rolled on him., He was a linesman, and was the father of

Mrs. Taylor, who we mentioned earlier.

Then southward again, through dust and unforgetable bone and Model T
shattering corrugates, to Laura. I forgot to mention, we broke a
spring, every leaf, on our trailer. So we pulled up, boiled the billy
and decided what to do. We drove slowly till we found an old car tyre
near the road, we jacked up the trailer, and shoved the 0ld tyre
between the axle and trailer body, tied it there with Violet's clothes
line rope, found a bit of wire and tied the axle to the front spring
hanger, to keep it centre. We started up again, and it rode well, and
it is still the same, we haven't got around to fixing it yet.

From Laura, to Lakeland, onto to Mount Carbine, to sample their North
Queensland lager. While here I was talking to one disgusted driver
who rolled his car over up near the Wenlock River, while coming round
a corner in the sand doing over 60kms. The car was a bit of a mess
and so was his boat and roof rack.

Leaving Mount Carbine and nearing Mount Molloy, something happened to
the road. It became black, where previously there had been sand and
corrugates.

Well, from then on it was plain sailing, plenty of cars, plenty of
people and plenty of towns, and we eventually came to Emerald. Then it
was westward to Longreach, to have a look at the Stockman's Hall of Fame.
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What we saw was great, but I do think they could have done more to
remember or recognise the work of the aboriginal stockmen, and the
women. But it is a wonderful thing and well worth the visit.

Next it was east to Barcaldine and south towards New South Wales. All
the time the weather was getting colder as we drove further south.
Recent rains have made the country a picture from Cunnamulla through
Bourke right to Dubbo. Home after nine weeks of touring in our Model T.

Looking back it was a great adventure, and we are now thinking of our
next trip. I do think, with & bit of common sense, a few alterations
that the only place a Model T won't go, is where you don't put it.

As I said before do not attempt sand and corrugates with 30 x 3%
beaded edge tyres. We fitted a larger fuel tank (fourteen gallons).
Original cotton bands (gear bands) are waste of money. Atwo-speed
diff (Ruckstell) is very handy, as you need that lower gearing at
times. A proper (heavier) crankshaft is a must. Soak the original
coil ignition in water and fit a distributor or magneto ignition.

The average petrol consumption for the trip was a little under
nineteen miles per gallon, and nearly two gallons of K.Mart cil, and
a trip to remember, but the next will be better and longer. We will
go right around Australia, keeping the view of the sea a couple of
hundred yards away on our right all the time.

THE END
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“Crafty blighter — he's had his windscreen double-glazed!”
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- Jrom thie Northern Enthusiasts.

Since the last report from the North we have had a couple of
outings. Our Christmas Party was held on the 11 December at
the Martinsville Sports Ground. The day dawﬁed overcast, but
in the true spirit of the north a number of members still
ventured out in their Veterans, their perseverance was
rewarded however in the spirit of the Blue Mountains - with
copious quantities of rain. A good day was still enjoyed

by all - the various helpers in the BBQ department all doing
a great job. Those in Veterans were - Warwick Bird (T Ford)
Max Burke (Hupmobile) John Hughes (Talbot) Graeme Newman (Talbot)
Neville Preston (Talbot)

The combined outing on SATURDAY 21ST JANUARY was quite well
attended despite the confusion with the date of the event and
yet more miserable weather. It was interesting to observe the
number of people who can all fit under a car cover when it
pours rain, despite such minor inconveniences we still had

a good time.

Attending were -

TALBOT OTHER VETERAN NON VETERAN
Shinfield Thomas (Renault) Wards

. Hughes Duncan (Renault) Gorton
Preston Irish (T Ford) Marshall
Newman R Jacobs
Newman G Schneider

I am also told Michael Bendeich and family attended on Sunday
the 22nd. We thank them for their support. and trust they had

a pleasant day, even if they were a bit lonely.

With the Blue Mountains rally fast approaching I found the old
newspaper clipping which follows quite interseting reading.
With the heading "84 ENTRIES IN VETERAN CAR RALLY" the article
read as follows - Sixty—nine veteran cars and motor-cycles

will compete in the world's stiffest test for veteran cars, the
Golden Fleece Blue Mountains Rally from Sydney to Katoomba and

return on March 12 and 13. Entries have been received from
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Victoria, Queensland, Canberra, Newcastle, Scone and Kempsey.

The 68 miles route to Katoomba rises 3000ft, and according
to the rally Director (Mr G. Green) no other veteran car event

in the world is held under such strenuous conditions.

Cars will leave Centennial Park, Sydney, at 9a.m. on Saturday,

at two minute intervals.

The oldest competitor will be Mr. Lance O'Meagher, SO, a
librarian of Penrith, who will drive a 9 h.p. 12 Renault.

Mr Edward Yabsley and his wife, of Kempsey, will drive the
oldest car - a 1900 model Rachet (Rochet), of 43 horsepower.
The second oldest car is a 1901 Oldsmobile buggy, owned by
Mr K. Lober, of Sydney. Mrs Joy Klein,of Sydney, who will
drive a 1912 Austro-Daimler of 20 h.p. is the only woman

competitor.
NEWCASTLE ENTRIES

Other entries include a 1912 friction-driven American Metz,
driven by Mr. W, Barker, of Newcastle, a 1911 F.N, driven
by Mr. E. Barlow, of Newcastle, a 1914 T model Ford, driven
by Mr. D. Barker, of Newcastle, and a 1914 Clement Talbot,

driven by Mr. R. Newman, of Wyong.

As far as I know the report relates to the 1960 Blue Mountains

Rally and appeared in the Newcastle Morning Herald.

DON'T FORGET, WHEN PLANNING YOUR YEAR OF VETERAN MOTORING,
THE ANNUAL NEWCASTLE TOUR BASED AT MORPETH ON THE OCTOBER
LONG WEEKEND, HOPEFULLY BETTER IF NOT BIGGER THAN 1988,

Regards,

Graeme Newman
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WPINEGROVE"
OREGON ROAD,
WOODVILLE.
THE EDITOR, SPIT AND POLISH
DEAR KEITH,

I AM INTERESTED IN BUYING THE SINGLE CYLINDER ENGINE
THAT IS ADVERTISED IN THE JANUARY SPIT AND POLISH,
UNFORTUNATELY YOU DID NOT INCLUDE A CONTACT PHONE NUMBER
OR ADDRESS. THE ENGINE WOULD BE IDEAL FOR THE MOTOR BIKE
THAT I HAVE JUST UNEARTHED AND HAVE STARTED RESTORING.

17 IS BELIEVED T0 BE THE OLDEST MOTOR BIKE IN
AUSTRALIA AND IS FAIRLY COMPLETE AS THE ONLY PARTS
MISSING ARE SOME RING BARKS AND SOME LEFT HANDED KNOT HOLES.

I HAVE ALSO INCLUDED AN ARTICLE ABOUT THE BIKE WHICH
WAS PUBLISHED IN OUR LOCAL PAPER "THE WEEKLY BARK". HOPE
YOU CAN USE THIS IN SPIT AND POLISH.

YOURS FAITHFULLY

LES WATTON,

VHEL S - Y NG
RO L~ RO AOING R Prrs

SEND
FOR OUR
ILLUSTRATED

BRITISH /7
WORK
BYBRITISH %) &9/

‘ BEIRALS: 30'7 CATALOGUE
SMITH, PARFREY & CO., Ltd., |

OFFICIAL REPAIRERS TO THE ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB

PO Fulham Palace Road, Hammersmith, London, W.

Telegrams - Wheelworks. London. Telephone Hammersmith 148

ANY CONPONENTS MADE TO CUSTOMER® S OWN DESIGNS

| — A SPECIALITY -

Sl 3
54(S/ ELECTRIC WELDING WHEELS ALTERED TO SUIT ANY TYPE OF TYRE. 1':
- : Gh § et ' d leapin.




SPIT & POLISH -

MADE IN
AUSTRALIA

.. . And.Never
Heard Of Again!

It is a little-known fact that

two Australians_invented the first
motorcycie. They were the pioneers
of the mulga-valve, the rear snake-
belt drive, and the first to end up
in that typically Australian
condition — piston broke.

This is their story:

N'A'SUNNY afternoon in August, 1862}

Laurie Horizontalbottom was tinkering ~
with his bicycle. {t was a small town, without'
many woman, and bicycle tinkering was not
then an arrestable offence. . The idea of an
internal combustion engine had often crossed
his mind. It would revolutionise bicycling,
bring the peoplas of the world closer together
and cause many millions to ask: “What's an
internal combustion engine?”, ”

He had once, in-company with his
Aboriginal friend Michigaboola, carved the
miniature components for 3 small
axperimental engine and strapped it 1o the

" back of a femaie turtis, thus unintentionally

Inventing the first submarine, and Isaving a
waiting male turtle to a lonely night of bicycla
tinkering,

But Laurie would lay awaka at night with
strange inexplicabla thoughts floating through
his head. Names like Honda, Suzuki and
Kawasaki would flash across his mind: but
they wers names which held no significance
for him, lika knila, fork and under-arm
daodorant, becauss Laurie was basically very

;
|

i
|

_type of plastic thing mads by Japanesa ta sell

FEBRUARY 1989

ignorant, Mesnwhile, his friend Michigaboola
(actually thay weren't all rhat closs, but
Aboriginal pensions don’t pay too badly, so
maybe Lautie wasn't as silly as he looked),
was busy inventing the boomarang, which Is a

to Americans.

This gave Lauria an idea ... & hoomerang
bikel No mattar whers Yyou 15ds it, of how
drunk you became, it'd always bring you
home. it was, of courss, a failurs, simply
because you could nevar gat it out of the
shop.

It was becoming patently clear that at this
1ate Australia would never have the first
motorcycle. But one day, whils they wers
trying to adapt a kangaroo’s axhaust system,
they came upon a large rabbit ieaping up and
down on a small plant called the Pin-valvs,
They had discavered the hare-pin valve spring.
It was a start, not a very funny ons, but a
start; and there was no stopping them now. ‘

The brake hadn't been invented yet either. i
After weeks of late nights buining the candle |
at both ends, Laurie finaily came up with |
something . .. three.fest of wax on the !

|
i

garage floor and a smali 250 ¢cm?® engine. it
was really unique. Compistely hand-carved
from selected woods, and featuring things like
walnut veneer piston rings, a portad, polished
and estapoiled head and laminex main
baarings.

In his spare time Laurie had been doing
some free-lance paneélbeating making hats for
the Kelly boys down the road, and had made
some engine mounts {or a push bike frame he
had weided together from an cid Cobb and
Co coach chassis. It wasn't an sasy task. The
coach had been mads in Japan, so ail tha
nuts and bolts were metrie, also the plastic
bits melted whenaver heat was applied. But
his brother-in-law, Harold, saved the day with
a new glue he had invented from lermented
Koala spleen. It worked like a charm, and
Laurie christened it Haroidite in herour of its
inventor,

Now st last the machins was ready for
lasting, and though his trusty Aboriginal friend
screamed, trermbled and modestly ran away, it
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was 1o no avail. On March 23, 1863 at 6 am,
history was made. Lashed securely to the seat
and handle-bars by two gallons of taroldits
and the promise of all the ruby red port
sixpence could buy, the intrepid Michigaboola,
last of the Wakkadupya tribe, was tha first in
the world to experience the throbbing powaer’
and exhilaration that only a four-stroke engine
made of wood can give.

Ponder it all

That first preparatory cough as the refined
eucalyptus was lorced thiough the cardboard.
carbie and on into the Tasmanion Redwood
comoustion chamber Tha theill of forward
motion as the spark from the [lint and tndar
plug lired up the 2ngine, and the unmatchaed
shock ol surprise as 250.000 tiny razor-sharp
splinters shot out the exhaust port and
straight up your loin cioth,

It was 3 tale that Michigaboola would tell
for many years. as the Inbe gathered round
the camp-fire and plucked him for kindling.
Laurie was besidae himself {3 condition which
also prompied Kim 10 invent the sidecar), and
immediateiy went into production with a small
group of joiners, carpentrrs and
woodchoppers (the descrndants of some of
whom are working even now in bike shops
using simiiar techrinuyes)

But there were setbacks. The bush-firas of
‘B4 wiped out his entire stock of pistons, and
six months later 3 grasshopper plague ats its
way through fout acies of conrods.

it was very thsheartrming, especially since
Lauric had never actuaily said one of those
machines. So he ielt *dichigaboola behind and
took his top of the line model, the
Horizontalbottom Goiden Dream Road Pillager
Deluxe to Sydney and caused a sensation . ., ,
in fact it was one af the most vapleasant
sensations he had aver rxperienced. Due
mainiy to the bike's lack af suspensior and a
design Haw which inclutied a knat-hole in the
seat in a very nasty placa. The crowds flocked
for miles around 1o see ihis shightly bow-
legged young man with the pursed lips and
his wooden motorrycle Unfortunately, as
with all wooden motorey cles, they are
equipped with wooden-starts, and when this
one wouldn't start, it sent its inventor
bankrupt,

So it was that the bike remained in Sydnay,
falling prey to the ravages of tme, weather

and white ants, unti, just a few weoeks ago, it
was unearthed by an eilinic native Australian
workman on 3 building site. The workman

threw his leg over the saddie, kicked the
mouldering starter pedal, and, as late would
have it, thniled 1o a sensation unparalleled in
126 years. That of 250,000 tiny razor-sharp
splinters shooling out of the exhaust port and
straight up his King Gees.

Lauris Horizontalbottom may be gons, but
his spirit lingers on in the hearts, minds and
crotches of those wha lova motorcyveias and
the legends attached to them.

Sad 10 say Laurie died 3 pauper's death
after sinking all his funds into ths
deveolopmant of a naw four-cylindar rock; but
he did leave behind one iesson for those garly
motorcycling pioneers.

It is this: “If you want to he tamembared in
this Lusiness, make suro your name is
short enough to lit on 3 patrot tank!”
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Measure clearance of piston rings

Measure clearance between ends
of rings in cylinders (clearance
r inch of piston diameter).

Measure fit of Soating pin in alloy
piston with spring acale

Measure fit of pin u::f bronze
bushings with spring e

in grooves with [eeler gage. 1 . 3
Desirable .......... 001.0015 rable ... 003 Desirable. .5-7 Ib. pull when cold Desirable. .3-5 Ib. pull when cold
Serviceable ... . .. 0028 Serviceable . 004 Serviceasble when worn ... .001 Serviceable when worn 001
Repair or replace.. .. 004 Repair or replace . 006 Repair or replace when worn 002 Repair or replace when worn .002

%%%

Measure camshaft bearing to

Measure clearance between teeth

Measure straightness of camshaft journal clearance with microm- Measure lateral trueness of cam- on ca and crankshaft im.
with dial gage. eter calipers and telescoping gage. shaft timing gear with dial gage. ing gears with feeler gage.
Desirable ........... 000S-.001 Desirable ............ .001-.002 Desirable ............ 001-.002 Desirable ............ 001-.002
Serviceable .......... 002 Servicesble ........... A Serviceable ... .. 003 Serviceable ... ... ... 004
Repair or repiace 004 Repair or replace ... 005 Repair or replace .... 005 Repair or replace . ... 006

Measure clearance between valve
stem and valve guide with dial

Measure clearance between valve
lifter and lifter guide with mi.
crometer calipers and telescoping

Measure clearance between
rocker arm shaft and bushings
with micrometer calipers and tel-
escoping gage.

age.
irable ............ .002-004 Desirable ............ 001..002
i Serviceable ........... 003
Repair or replace ... 005

Measure sidewise movement of
ignition distributor cam with dial

Measure clearance between oil

pump gear teeth and housing with pump houbinﬁ cover and face of pump shaft and bushings with diat pump drive gear

fecler guge. B:n with feeler gage. bl‘t. car testh wi feeler “ﬁ]‘?}-
Desirable e 001..002 esirsble ........ .- .001-.002 sirable .....ooe0e0e 008
Serviceable Serviceable .......... 004 Serviceable ...... .. 004 Serviceable ........... 007
Repuir or rep Repair or replace ... 006 Repair or replsce 006 Repair or replase ... nio

Mensure clearance between oil

Measure clearance between oil

Measure clearance between oil
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GENERAL INFORMATION

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVATLABLE FCR SALE

LAPEL BADGES - $7.00 CLOTH BADGES - $4.00
PLASTIC NAME BADGES -~ $6.0C 25TH ANNIVERSARY MEDALLICNS - 31C.00
WINDSCREEN STICKARS - $1.00 CAR METAL BADGES - T.3.A.

PLASTIC VETERAN CAR RULERS - $2.00

See Treasurer Bob Lamond or arrange for someone %o coliech as ver
slastic name badges.

CLUB VIDEO

Club Video Photo Album - Jan Coulcher showed the first run of this
video at a meeting late last year. Those who saw it were quite
impressed. Jan needs more members to give her twe or three photos

of their cars, before, during and after restoration, or just photos

of your veteran car for inclusion on the nexi run. Come members oring
your photos with $1.00 for esch one to inelude. This is a worthwhile
orocject for the Club's history and records. (See back vage .

CLASSTC CAR SHOW - ARMIDALE

The 1i1th Annual Classic Car Display and Concourse d'Elegance will be
held on Saturday 15th April, 1989 ar Armidale Rsce Course. This event
is open to pre 1931 cars. Contact Bruce Burge, P.0. Box 5f4, Armidale.
?350. Phone - (067) 727251 A/H,

¢

\ \
X ‘r\\.‘CLKOI-GDhE\/@/

G
WOLLONGONG LEISURE HUB RALLY
27™ SEPTEMBER TO 2™ OCTOBER 1989

ENTRIES T0O Rally Director - Max Vormister, 70 Langson Avenue, Figtree 2525
Ph. 042 - 288970 A/H
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FOR SALE & WANTED

FOR SALE

191/ BENZ ENGINE NO. 15795. :
191/ BENZ RADIATOR NO. W597. CONTACT - MAX VOST, 42 HUXLEY DRIVE,
DAPTO. PHONE - (042) 618934.

FOR SALE

3 - 760 x 90 BE DUNLOP TYRES (TWO GOOD, ONE NEW).

2 - 760 x 90 BE RIMS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION - $240.00 THE LOT. CONTACT
RAY HILL 630-1776.

POR SALE
VETERAN AND VINTAGE MOTOR BOOKS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. EG - FIRST
EDITION JAMES FLOOD BOOK OF EARLY MOTORING, DYKES AUTO ENCYCLOPEDIA,

ETC. OFFERS REQUIRED. WRITE TO W.G. SANDERSON "WAINUI'W TERRANORA
ROAD, TERRANORA. N.3.W. 2485

., 8 s 30 . [VEVRRTORVR YRRV T 5 5 ) PRTIE RS AC I AR NS MM Meal TRPLRE SL20 G £ o re 3 g
B R TR E L E it R S A R R A Rok B R CRaed b s

30 x 3 BE (24") RIMS. CONTACT - RAY HILL. FPHONE 630-1776.
WANTED

RUSHMORE HEADLANP, GLASS LENS MIRROR 7" LUCAS.
KING OF THE ROAD IDENTIFICATION PLATE F146 OR SIMILAR. CONTACT - AUSTIN

GRELLMAN. PHONE - (02) 231-24828 (B). (02) 46-4615 (H).
WANTED

1913 FORD MODEL T PARTS. ANYTHING, ANY CONDITICN. CONTACT - WARREN
GLENDENNING, 22 POSTIE GIRCUIT, HOLT. ACT. PHONE - (062) 543-971.

WANTED
TO SUIT 10HP AUSTIN (C1910 ~1911) REAR AXLE ASSEMBLY, FRONT AXLE ASSEMBLY

ANY PARTS OR INFORMATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED. CONTACT - PETER MARTIN.
PHONE - (02) 632-5047.

WANTED

1911/12 BK RENAULT 10HP MONC BLOC, 4 CYLINDER,
SWAP

AX/AG PARTS 1911/12 9HP MOTOR

1912, 15HP MOTOR

1912, ZOHP MOTOR. CONTACT - JOHN HANCOX, ~7 GEORGE STREET, TEVANTIN, QLD.
PHONE - {(OQ71) 471551,



VIDEO HISTORY RESUME

Members who wish to participate in the making of a video to record
the befora and after of cars in our club are requested to complete
the following form:

YEAR i MAKE/MODEL:

BODY STYLE:

YEAR YOUND/YEAR PURCHASED:

WHERE FOUND/PURCHASED FROM:

PREVIOUS OWNER:

CURRENTLY OWNED BY:

DO YOU WISH THESE PRINTS RETURNED: YES/NO

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED:

1. ...... PRINTS OF THE ABOVE CAR. (One before/during restoration
and ona after restoration.) :
2 Fr ($1.00 per print enclosed)

MORE THAN ONE CAR PER MEMBER MAY BE INCLUDED, BUT A SEPARATE RESUME
IS REQUIRED FOR EACH CAR.

PLEASE FORWARD: (a) Completed form/s
(h) Prints
{(c) Money

TO: JAN COULCHER
24 STUART 8
BLAKEHURST

]
A ~

If you have any queries, please ring. (02) 546.4791 (H)
(G2) 27.3416 (B}



COPE MUSGRAVE PTY LTD

41 Garden Street, Eastlakes, 2064. Phone 667 4040, 667 4980

Upholstery &
Motor Trimming
Suppliers

(Established 1954)

SEE THEM FOR:
Automotive Vinyl & Carpets
Vyback Clear P.V.C

Fasteners, Piping, Tacks, Thread,
Webbing & Cloth Hooding

STARRING '
%%

Hintage & Heteran Restorations e,
N.S.W. AUSTRALIA 2141
PHONE 649 2624
® Owner’s Manuals
® Headlight Lens
® Gaskets, Engine Mounts, etc.
® 6 volt Petrol Pumps (cures
® Windscreen Rubbers, etc.
® Special Rubbers
Bonnet Lacing.efe.  THE BIG STOCKISTS
® Running Board

Propr. Ron Ferguson
<@
Open 7.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. — 6 days
® Dist. Caps, Points, Rotors, Plugs,
vapour locks)
made to order
Matting ESTABLISHED SINCE 1957

4 HASTINGS STREET, LIDCOMBE,
GOOD RANGE OF NEW & USED SPARES
Globes, etc.
e Good range of Suspension Spares
e Mudguard Piping,
e Try Ron First




VETERAN CAR CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (N.S.W.) mc.
134 QUEENS RD, FIVE DOCK 2046

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

OFFICE BEARERS
PRESIDENT Sandy Roberts 817 4052 (H)
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Cook 888 7927 (H) 950 4260 (B)
VICE PRESIDENT John Wards 86 3430 (H)
SECRETARY Michael Lowe 960 1110 (H) 20 532 (B)
TREASURER Bob Lamond 489 0420 (H) 239 7444 (B)
COMMITTEE PERSONS
BUILDING Bob Baxter 522 9661
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Terry Cook 888 7927 (H) 950 4260 (B)
INVESTIGATING AND
DATING CHAIRMAN Max Roberts 817 4052 (H) 744 0360 (B)
REGISTRATIONS Neil Martin 6325047 (H&B)
“SPIT & POLISH”
EDITOR Keith Edwards 449 6121 (H) 558 8866 (B)
EVENTS CHAIRMAN Terry Cook 888 7927 (H) 950 4260 (B)
EVENTS Ian Streatfeild 637 8334 (H) 680 6188 (B)
PUBLIC RELATIONS John Wards 86 3430 (H)
SUB COMMITTEES
LIBRARIAN Ron Cox 642 2885 (H) 560 5070 (B)
SOCIAL SECRETARIES Sue Wards 86 3430 (H)
Lois Cook 888 7927 (H)
ASSISTANT EDITOR Anna Simmons 709 7530 (H) 227 1551 (B)
PROPERTY LETTINGS Bill McCarthy 798 6941 (H)
ASSISTANT BUILDING - Ron Cox 642 2885 (H) 560 5070 (B)
INVESTIGATING AND Bob Baxter 5229661 (H)
DATING Martin McCarthy 634 1360 (H) 647 0999 (B)
Ron Cox 642 2885 (H) 560 5070 (B)
Greg Daley 451 8354 (H)
Jim Weir 634 1388 (H)

HONORARY LEGAL
ADVISOR

Malcolm Johns

231 4688 (B)

&

HONORARY AUDITOR Graham D. Stanford

ALL MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION IN "SPIT & POLISH™ TO BE SENT TO:

THE EDITOR
27 McRAE PLACE
TURRAMURRA 2074

ALL ENQUIRIES RE DISPATCH OF MAGAZINES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE MAILING OFFICER,
GEOFF SIMMONS.



