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oa CONCOURS JUDGING

ion
This year the concours judging will be held at the Royal *Aero Club, Mari

Street, Bankstovm, commencing at 10 a.m.

the family along and help make the day ‘a

Plenty of pionicking area so bring please contact

success. Tor those who prefer to lunch in the club dining room,
Arthur Garthon on 521/3406.

Pntries close for the National Tour starting from Albury on April 1st in a few days.
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IVOLUTION

Changes take place round us without most of us having any awareness of
them.

.

Take fashion, for instance. At the beginning of the century there were
women =~ mostly the then oldies - walking along the streets, not literally but
actually, dragging the lower edge of the back of their dresses along the ground!
Think of it! Imagine the dirt, and the abrasiveness of the paths. A few years
later the feet were just visible at the hemline as their owners walked. Years
later =~ would you believe it? - the hemline was above the ankle! Then halfway up
the calf! Then six inches below the knee! How disgraceful! Then the knee was
reached, and the upward surge of the hemline left the knee for dead. How beaut!
And now we find ourselves seeing more and more of the chassis. (Some of us,
anyhow! )

But whilst this evolution takes place, we are able to observe the
opposite effect amongst our old "affectionables" - the motor car. At the beginning
of the century a distinct and separate chassis was built, onto which a body was
fashioned, and eventually ccmpleted bodies were placed onto the chassis (and
anchored appropriately). In the early stages these bodies were almost exact
replicas of sulky and buggy bodies, even to having a shallow padded board six to
nine inches above the seat, and held by the well-known quarter or three-eighth
rod, not welded, of course, but worked on the anvil after having been brought to
red heat in the forge.

As speeds increased - up t0 a cruising speed of 15 mePeh. no less! -
the bodies were made higher at the sides and back, and safer, but one could still
"look out over the side". (We have seen proof that this still existed in 19233)
Gradually the centre of gravity was lowered, till we have now reached the
"mechanised skate board". But the body must still close round and over us, so
that whereas we used to "step onto the footplate", and later, "clamber onto the
fa::r:ng.boa.?d" then enter the body, so we now have the "A.I.F." body, i.e.
‘Posterior in first". The only method of entry is to sit backwards into the

Yehicl:;dleaving one foot on the ground, then withdraw it into the body after one
1ls sea .

We are indeed a lucky band of enthusiasts » We veteran car owners. The
rate of progress of the motor vehicle has been steady for many years, but the
sudden boost of the last twenty years has placed the motor vehicle in a more
le'bha.l_categ?:'y than it has ever been in. Speeds are becoming so relatively
telf‘rifT.Lc tha’t most slow-moving traffic constitutes a hazard, to say nothing of

traffic. This may mean nothing in 1967, but after the next fi i
there be in general use, or even pa:’biai use, the cwrent—o&tglagy;ziginzl ﬁre
under the surface of the road? Will vehicles, by then,almost need no driver?
wr.n.ch implies autcmatic braking. Will our old vehicles be allowed on the usual
highways, or be instructed to use only secondary roads? Is %here an alternate
route to Katoomba? Or will we (or our grandsons more like it!) have to freight

the cars across the i 3 N
i mountains and have our (or their) run "out in the open

' What a tornado of thoughts come rushing imto one's mi i
is given to another bit of evolution - that e,vo?.ﬁtion from :hgugezgeo: g;n:;;.g:ira o
a vehicle anywhere without restriction! (When T say "without restriotion" T o
omitting such things as Registration, Insurance, Driver!'s Licence Parki #,
Restrictions, One-Way Streets, Wife and/or mother-in-law). Ours :?.s mb:%ly the
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The business prospered, and the volume that they obtained was
truly, for those days, astzonomical. Then came the '14-18 War with its

usual problems for importers, but they managed to bring in quite a num'b‘er
of vehicles during that period.

In 1926 or 1927, the Ford Company decided tlat they would follow
the lead of General Motors, and separate the country business from the
metropolitan business, and took from Davies and Davies all of the country
dealerships, or, as they were known in those days, "country agents", and
the Ford Company itself had the distribution to the country areas.

This did not suit the Davies Brothers, particularly Arthur, and
they decided that they would ask the Ford Company to find another distrib-
utor for the Metropolitan Area, buy from them the goodwill that they had
created, and all of the spare parts.

BEventually, a deal was made, and Lou Davies himself told me,
years later, at the Automobile Club, that they grossed something like £2
Million - probably the equivalent of $#50 Million today - out of the deal.

Then Arthur looked at Lou, and said, "Well, what are we going to
do with the money?" They talked around it for a while and, having done
such a large proportion of their business in the more recent years on
Terms basis, decided that they would form a Finance Company to take care of
all this work.

Having parted with the Ford people on most amicable terms, the
Ford people were quite prepared to allow the Davies brothers to handle
their Time paper, and so was born this great Australian Guarantee
Corporation, as it is today.

of coﬁrse, Arthur was too shrewd to have all his eggs in one
basket, and therefore formed a Limited Company, invited two or three very
reputable commercial men on the Board, and I think even at that time, but

I am not sure, made a public issue, and thus the Company has gone on from
strength to strength.

Incidentally, the secret of the Model 'T' Ford was the fact that
Henry Ford himself, in his general design, desired to have a very light-

- weight vehicle, and so he decided to use only the highest tensile steel

that could be bought for the manufacture of the chassis generally, and I
well remember, too, it was Heaven help a mechanic who had some good chisels
and tried to cut, say, the steering arm or a king pin and used his chisel,
because that chisel would lose its cutting edge after the second blow. It

was Henry Ford who taught the motor-building industry the values of high
quality stecl.

Another item of interest of immediate postwar days of the First
World War was the development of "duco". It ariginated in the following
manner. The early war planes of those days, mostly bi-planes, sametimes
tri~planes, had wings of silk and, strong as it was, it could not withstand
air pressures and used to chafe a lot; so somebody thought up the idea of
rivetting celluloid surfaces on top and underneath, so to stop this ochafing
of the silk, but it was found that the wind pressures ripped the celluloid
through its rivets, and the sheets used to flap about and were destroyed.

Someone then thought up an idea, that being to dissolve the
celluloid in amyl acetate and spray it on to the silk. This proved to be
eminently suitable until such time as, topards the end of that War,
monoplanes with aluminium wings and fuselage were built.

After the War terminated, no one seemed to realise the commercial
possibilities of this dissolved celluloid, until one of the Chemical
Enginecers from the Dupont Company in the United States, visiting England,

learned about this and be 11iti
gan to see possibilities, of spraying motorcars
instead of the original paint and varnish. ;

Much experimentation went on by the Dupont people, and eventually
they found practical means of so spraying motor vehicles. As the Dupomnt
people had provided the money for the formation of General Motors Corporation,
















