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SPIT AND FOLISH, OCTOBER 1966

MINUTES OF OUR SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 22(2(1266

Place: The Royal Aero Club at Bankstown, when our General lleeting timed to
start at 8 p.m. cot under way at 8.20 p.m., with President, Jack Dance in the
Chair, and Secretary, Len Sheen, reading the Minutes, and competing against 2
steady flow of conversation. Eventually our members quietened down and the
Minutes as read were confirmed on the motion of J. Scott and seconded by

R. Marshall.
Apologies: . Seven members sent apologies for non-attendance and, as usual of
late, we had a very good "roll-up" of 86 members and visitors.

Ireasurer's Report: Our Treasurer, Helen Hardman, gave a brief resume of monies
banked for preceding month, of $272.29; Expenses $414.90, Credit at

and a total of $5,294 on fixed deposit.

Helen mentioned name badges and car badges being available, but was hardly rushed
by members desiring same; yet, so many cars, the writer's included, lack a
Veteran Club badge. They are a handsome badge and do a car credit, so, members,
as a suggestion only, Club Badges are available.

Cbnfirmation of Treasurer's Report moved by F. Craze and seconded by M. Roberts.

Gorrésgondence: The Secretary read the correspondence including details of the

bank $514.51

Barossa Valley Rally in South Australia, and it would appear that we have approx-

imately six (6) starters in this event, which should be a great outing at the
best time of the year.

Horseless Carriggé Club of America sent an interesting letter stating that they

proposed to visit Australia in November, 1967, for a period of approx. 30 days,
and a team of also approx. 30 members of both sexes. The club asked for

information as to the best period for interesting events on our calendar and any

other information available.
at an early date.

Our Committee will forward all relevant infomation

Other correspondence dealt mainly with requests for cars, for "This and Tha?", and
the only function to raise interest was the Annual Vaucluse Lions' Club outing -

this time for members of the War Veterans' Homes at Narrabeen.

Member, Vic Jacobs,

enlarged on the letter, with full information as to route, lunch stop, etc., an@
Judging from the response, will have no trouble in obtaining enough cars for this

pleasant outing.
Investigation Committee: Bob Baxter reported a complete inspection of a 1916

Hupmobile of B, Hughes, now referred to the dating section, and inspections under
way of Jimmy Simpsons B.S.A. and custodian Alex McLeod's Star being in progress.
Boh,oncebagain appealed to members to apply to have their cars dated and certified.

Events Committee:

On behalf of the Events Committee, Arthur Garthon reported on

the Wallacia Rally, from which it would appear to have been a very enjoyable day.
Asked for starters for a procession at Hornsby on Saturday, 24th September, 1966,

and obtained three (3) J. Simpson, B.S.A., W. Spraggon, Renault and L. Sheen,
Humber, to represent the Club. ;

The Waratah Procession will have its usual good field of starters and the same
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applies to the ever-popular Newcastle Rally, but Arthur struck trouble when he

asked for expressions of opinion for the "Brighton Rally" on 23rd October, 1966.

The meeting which had been strangely quiet up till then gave voice to opinions
right, left and centre, and then decided to leave the function as a "Brighton

Rally" after all.

A further imvitation from the Sutherland Shire Auto Club for a display rally at
Roselands on 11th December, 1966, was referred to the Events Committee for action

as thought fit.

Arthur concluded his comprehensive report by announcing a popular draw for first
place at the Wallacia Event between K. Nutt (N.A.G.) and W. Dudley (Renault) who

will share first prize.

C.V.T.M.C. Senior Vice-President, George Green, reported on a meeting of such
organisation and really caused a stir when he mentioned that C.V.T.M.C. were

thinking of taking over issue of car number plates of the various organisations.

The views of members were many and varied and perhaps best summed up by a

Renault owner from Ryde who stated in a chaming 'old world' manner just what he

thought of the idea.
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" Devonshire, England and had 5 brothers.
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in 1843 on this style of engine. His life is intensely interesting. He was a
brilliant man in his time and like many, little remembered in this country. T

have as yet little knowledge of Ryder, but my investigations are continuing,

with, I hope, more information on both these inventors.

Would it be possible for you 4o furnish me with names of companies and persons,
together with +sheir addresses, who might know something about these engines? To
find the ones to fit into my collection would be wonderful, provided the expense
of shipping to this country would not be prohibitive. Also many "Antique Car"
owners might come across these engines in their search for cars. Some might

know about them at this time. Any names of Antique Car owners might also help.

I would be glad to send copies of the booklet to anyone whom you might suggest, to
‘assist in securing information on these' interesting engines.

In 1967 I plen an exhibit at the County Fairs here in Michigan with all the
engines that I have at that date and feel sure it will be a very interesting
display. ’ .

TYou will note ny name. Very few of our family are in this country. Briefly -
Grandfather Thomas Huxtable came to America in 1850 and settled in Michigan. He
was by trade a "jointer' - what we now call a carpenter - andhe built barns and
houses. My father William was an only son. Grandfather came from Barnstable,

One was lost at sea, one went to
fustralia, and the others stayed in England. Iy older sister visited England in
1926. She looked into the family history and had a wonderful visit with distant
cousins. She was able to trace the family back at that time very accurately. I
an trying to make up a family history with the thought of locating other members
of family, both in England and Australia. Could you furnish me with the names and
addresses of families by the name of Huxtable - I realize this is just a remote
possibility. I could then contact them and might be able to locate other

relatives.

To visit Australia and New Zealand has always been in my mind. However, at 69,
I do not have much time left but I can live in hope of so doing. One can always
cream even though your dreams do not.come true.

To help pay for air mail, etc., can I sendyou U.S. money at this time and if so,
raper or silver? I should expect to repay you for your time, effort and postage;
it counts up and my project will pay its way; <+this is the way I want it done.

Do you *hink it possible that your newspapers would print any articles on "Hgt
Air Engines"? I deo have a very fine black and white photo of the 5" size which I
could furnish for rews stories. This was made special for reproduction work.

I now drive a 1906 Reo Roadster and am working on a 1901 Curved Dash Olds.,
Serial No.2C, the oldest known Olds. Curved Dash in this country. I also hope to
have on the rcad in 1967 a special 1913 L~cylinder Cadillac. I do not have a body,
S0 will make a speedster and call it a Special for the shows; perhaps later on
I will locate an original body. Cadillacs of the L-cylinder type from 1906 to
191k inclusive are scarce in this country, so I will have a rare car, and, they
say, very speedy, with the light weight body. It is something to look forward to
in the years to come.

Your help and suggestions will be much apprreciated. I will look forward to your
letters to assist me and sincerely hope I may be of some service %o you in the
items you need for your restoration of cars. I+t takes time %o gather parts,
information etc. Having been in the clubs since 1950, I have some parts but

rot always the ones nseded; you then make them by hand and that is time-
consuming if you can find the interesting people to work with you.

This letter and catalog is beinz sent by surface mail. All future letters will
be sent Air Ilail to save time. I would assume that 30 days will elapse for this
first mailing, but if my health keeps good, I'll be'around when the fall months

come, and will look forward 4o hearing from you.
Sincerely,

R.B. Huxtable
(Robert Burgess Huxtable)."
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"LOOKING BACK"

The so-called "Road Toll" is generally taken to be just another
unhappy by-product of this motor age. But in fact , there was plenty of
massacre on the highway in “he days before the motor car arrived.
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CARS ATTENDING WARATAH FESTIVAL PROCESSION

G. GREEN 1904 DE DION J. DANCE 1911 TALBOT

L. MASSER 1906 DE DION G. ROBERTS 1911 HURMOBILE
J. VANSTONE 1908 METALLURGIQUE L. SHEEN 1912 HULMBER

D. DAVIS 1908 CLEMENT BAYARD T, LEE 1912 ROLLS ROYCE
G. DALEY 1908 F.N. K. 110SS 1912 CADILLAC
B. SPRAGGON 1908 RENAULT A. ROWE 1912 FIAT

J. SIMPSON 1909 B.S.A. D. SOUTH 1912 OVERLAND
L. JONES 1909 HUBMOBILE A. MC LEOD 1912 STAR

B. DUDLEY 1910 N.A.G. L. SYKES 1913 HU: [BERETTE
B.. ROBERTS 1910 T. FORD W. JONES 1913 T, FORD

7. COOK 1911 ROLLS ROYCE R. JONES 1913 OAKLAND

S. RUMBLE 1911 RENAULT R. BAXTER 1913 STUDEBAKER
P, KABLE 1911 T. FORD A. GARTHON 1914 DELAHAYE
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INVESTIGATION REFORT

First, and foremost, PLEASE NOTE Inspection Day will be held now
on 27th November at Service City, Alexandria, near the intersection of Botany Rd.
and O'Riordan St. Entry from both streets - time 9 a.n. to 2.30 p.m.

Any members who cannot be there must get their car inspected at
an authorized inspection station.

NOTE: Have the inspector print across the very top of certificate
and duplicate VETERAN CAR, NUMBER and owner's name. The Transport Dept. have asked
for this, as it greatly assists in minimising their paper work.

: Read last month's SFIT AND POLISH for points required of your car
and remember the certificate issued on inspection day only is free.

One car, a "1916 Hupmobile"? belonging to Victor Pikc has been
investigated for new membership. Engine No. 67750, a tourer and very complete,
only thing not on the car two tyres and the rear seat, so keep looking - there must
be more cars as original as this to be found.

: Iwo cars for dating have been checked: Jim Simpson's B.S.A. and
Alex lMcLeod's Star. Perhaps a lot of menbers are not aware that the Investigation
Committee checks all forms for dating. This rules out error and clears up points
that members arc not sure of as some questions arc abbreviated and are a bit
ambiguous.

Please fill in as much as possible, especially history, even if
its only that you awoke one morning to find someone had dumped your car on the
front lavm, if that is all you know put it down - don't leave the space blank as these
sheets are kept as a history of your club and its cars.

So fill in your sheets - contact the investigation committee so that
it can be checked. Do this, even if its to give the investigation committee a chance
to get out for a night.

~ PETER KABLE.
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"HOWIMMTHIELOVE" .....I.."‘......‘..'..l..l.l..‘...'by HoWardHughes

It was in about June of 1963, during a stay in hospital, that I
was given a book by a well-meaning aunt, entitled "Early Automobiles" and from
that day to this I have been afflicted with that incurable disease - the much-
dreaded veteranitis.

It was not however, until some two and a half yeors later that,
whilst walking up Clarence Rd., Waratah, I noticed the back seat of a bright red
"Ford" in the garage of number 37.

At that time, obviously lacking experience on the purchasing side
of veterans, I asked the pair of feet protruding from the underside of the old
car, "Excuse me please, but is the old 'Ford' for sale by any chance?" There was
deadly silence for what seemed like an eternity, and then another person underneath
the car said --"Who said that dirtyword?" (He meant Ford).

Those two people underneath the 'Ford' (it was later pointed out
to me that it wasn't a 'Ford', but was something worse, it was a (now get this) -
Buick, were Ray Thomas and John Riley.
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The order for the additional 400 cars brought about a crisis for the Federal
Government. Senator Pratten then was Minister for Customs, and it was his 3
responsibility also to look after Shipping and, of course, due to War conditions,
shipping space was at a very high premium, so, therefore, Senator Pratten imtroduced
into Parliament a new regulation which was put into effect immediately, that :
importers of motor vehicles from overseas could bring in only one completely built
car and two completely built chassis, without bodies.

Up to that time, all cars came in completely built, each in one big case, and
consequently tock up a lot of space in the holds of ships, and this measure was
brought in to reduce the amount of space so occupied. This resulted in the
beginning of the Motor Industry that has developed to its present day magnificent
proportions, so vital to the Australian economy.

One of the first Companies to set about building bodies in Australia in any volume
was Holden and Co. of Adelaide, who had hitherto built up for themselves a
reputation of building the finest horse-drawn carriages anywhere in Australia. The
late Sir Edward Holden, then quite a young man, was a visionary, who had the fore-
sight quickly to grasp the fact that a motor vehicle was a coming need for our

people.
It does not need me to go into detail of the development of that Company, its
subsequent acquisition by General Motors, to reach now the stage of being the
premier motor vehicle-manufacturing organisation in Australia.

The reference about 11,000 miles for original tyres is most interesting to me,
because, at that time, tyres usually did anything from two to three thousand miles
before they became uvnusable. This, of course, was long before low pressure and
cord tyres came into use in 1925. The pressure tyres in those days, when tyres
were purely camvas, rubber-coated tyres, was 70-80 1lbs. per square inch, and

well can I remember one of our leading manufacturers coming out with a startling
advertisement that each and every one of the tyres of their manufacture carried a

guarantee of three thousand miles!

Stepney wheels were the order of the day and, of course, there were no such things
as bitumen roads. It used to be a nightmare to drive even as far as Liverpool.
Winding in and around trees and dusty side-tracks, loose blue metal everywhere,
and also, I can well remember that there was a "glue-pot" just the other side of
the overhead Railroad Bridge at Flemington on the Parramatta Road. After heavy
rain, a man would be there witha chain horse and offer to tow a car through the
"glue-pot" for 5/-. If his offers were refused, he would charge £1. 0. O to

come in and tow out the car if it got stuck in the mud.

The same circumstances applied.to the crossing at Paddy's River, between Moss

Vale and Goulburn, if the river was too deep in flood for a car to get through.
Also, I can remember that the R.A.C.A. used o have hill-climbing competitions

up Taverner's Hill, on the Parramatta Road. In those day, motoring was an
exciting and hazardous experience.

Trusting that the foregoing will be of interest to you and your journal."
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ADVERTISEMENTS (Ads. also following SFOKES IN THE
oy WHEEL )

AVATLARLE ALL STATES (S.A.)

Overland "lMonogram" 9" diameter headlamp, two "Headstrom Improved Carburettors"
nade by Hendee Manufacturing Company Sprin, Mass., U.S.A., patented 1808.

- V. Bockner, 63 Palmer Place, N.Adelaide,S.A.
WANTED ALL STATES (S.A.)
Carburettor for 1914 4-cyl. Renault.
Delco Electric Tail-light for 1918 Scripps

- V. Bockner, 63 Palmer Place, N.Adelaide,S.A.
-Booth. = K. Halstead, C/- 260 Portrush
Rd., Beulah Park, S.A.

Four 760 x 90 B.E. Rims. - H. Clisby, Prospect Rd., Prospect, S.A.

1913-14 C.A.V. Belt drive generator for lMinerva. - B. Sawers, C/- 269 Portrush Rd.,
' Beulah Park, S.A.

For use on Rolls Royce, Elliott Combination speedometer and odometer, or any
information as to the whereabouts of same. Will pay or trade.
- Laurie Vinall, 95 Sturt Rd., Brighton S.A.

1913 Hupmobile front end, lights, 10 spoke wheels, radiator and speedometer,
3 P ) g ’ g Newma;lg 11 Muller Sto, NO!‘WOOG., S.A.







