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"TTLLY THE TALBOT"

by Jack Dance

It was in 1956 that my interest in old cars was again aroused when I saw Ken
Moss's Panhard Levassor. Actually I had been more or less brought up with
early models as my father bought his first car in 1910, which was a 1908
4-cyl. Darracq and I can well recollect the terrific struggles to get the
thing started. In 1958 Ken said he thought I might be able to con a car out
of George Williams, who at that time had rather more cars than he had room
to keep them. So dowm to see George who somewhat reluctantly agreedto let me
have a Talbot chassis he had recently acquired from Grafton, understanding it
to be a 1908 model. Naturally I was thrilled with my purchase and proceeded
forthwith to transport it to Ken's garage where I proceeded 4o restore the
whole of the front end.

I might say right from the outset that the Talbot has never had the "full
treatment". The engine would go when I bought it, and so, apart from
renewing the rings and gudgeons, nothing else was done to thc motor, and the
diff. has never been opened.

After having got things mechanically reasonably right the next problem was a
body. I knew an old retired coachbuilder in West Ryde and managed to talk
him into doing the timber work and then the car was transported back to
George Williams to have the panel work done. This proved quite a job, as
not only did the body have to be paneled, but a bonnet, mudguards and running
boards were also necessary. However, eventually this was completed and the
car this time brought to my own home where the seats were removed and taken
to the trimmer for upholstering and on their return Ken Nutt came up one
weekend and painted it for me.

By this time the 1959 Katoomba Rally was getting desperately close and, as I
was determined to be an entrant, the midnight oil was burned to finish every-
thing off. Sure enough, on the Saturday morning we set off for Centennial
Park full of hope and determination and after nearly losing a back axle and
with a fuel blockage or two we made it. That trip we saw the Mountains as
you can only see them from a Veteran car, and after a few more fuel
blockages we arrived at the finishing line tired but happy people. My
appetite had now been really whetted for veteran motoring and so in April
1960 my wife and I set out for Adelaide and the Barossa Valley.

We had a terrific trip, covering well over 2,000 miles and the only trouble
we had was that the magneto conked out on us at Yetholme 17 miles this side
of Bathurst and we arrived home one day later than planned. In November of
the same year we went to Melbourne and took part in their Sorrento Rally
without any mishap of any deseription and agein in 1961 we repeated the
performance. By this time Tilly was starting to blow smoke like a beauty so
it was decided to have the engine done up completely. This we did, rebore,
new pots, crankshaft grind, new bearings, the works - so now we reckoned she

was ready for a new life.

Since that time Tilly has teken part in every Blue Mountains Rally, Newcastle
and Canberra Rallies and I think just about every event the Clt}b has held and
then some. The highlight of her career, of course, was our tz.':.p to New.
Zealand last year. Ve toured both Islands for 6 weeks, cl(?ck:l.ng up again
over 2,000 miles of marvellous motoring, my only regrei': being that the car
was not back from N.Z. in time for us to go on the National Rally.

i i i i t say here
That, then, is briefly the story of Tilly the Talbot, which I mus
has ;ince ;’aroved to be 1911 model and so officially da.’t_:ed by tbe Cluwb. I
could only wish that every member of the Club could enjoy his car as much as

I enjoy my beloved Talbot.
4+ +

A TRIP TO CENTRAL QUEENSLAND

by Campbell B. Jaquet

Last winter I drove out with an agent friend of mine to Blackall, Central
Queensland. '

My friend was looking for fat stock to truck into N,S.W., and while he was
















